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N your laſt you ſeem much concern'd about the. French Invaſion, 
and defirous to know what I think may probably be expe&ed 
| fromthe late King, ſhould he prove ſo ſucceſsful, as toi recover 
his Throne:;z and what Engl:/b Subjefts are bound in Conſci- 
enceto do, ſhould he land in Ezg/and, and demand his Right. 
Thelaſt is a material Queſtion, but I wonder how you came to ask 
the Firſt, as if it could he any Queſtion what the Late King will do, 
if he werereſtor'd by Power to his Crown: For1think ir paſt all 
doubt, thathe will do as he did before : only inall probability a great 
deal worſe : And you remember how that was; for Arbitrary Power 
and Popery are of too great Concernment, and have left too frightful 
an impreſſion behind them, to be ſo ſoon forgot ; and this will go a 
great Way towards an anſwer to your ſecond Queſtion, unleſs you 
think we are boundtotake King James, and a French Government, and 
a French Popery with him; which I ſhall not eafaly be perſwaded to ; 
and, Ibelieve, there are not many Engliſh Proteſtants will. 
But co anſwer your Queſtions diftinctly. As to the Firſt, When 
weſee what the late King Zames has done, what reaſon have woe to ex- 
eX, that ſhould be return with power, he would ever do otherwiſe ? 
s$ he more oblig'd now by his Proteſtant Subjects, than he was be- 
fore? Can he make-fairer promiſes, than he did before? Is he leſs 
wy &A2 EE Zealous 
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Zeatous for Popery, or grown more out of Conceit with Arbitrary 
Power ? Or will he be leſs able to make himliclf Arbitrary, and ſet up 
Popery when he returns a Conquerour : Fur I cake it for granted he 
mult conquer firſt, becauſe King Wilkam won't abdicate nor ſteal a- 
way, and the Power that Conquers will give Laws and Religion te 
the Conquer'd 

I know there aretwo Things pretended as Foundation for better 
hopes. F!-/', That the late King is now ſenſible t at the Eng'/ Na- 
tion Wil never bear P-pery, nor Arbitrary Powe, and that he has ſiiffer- 
ed ſo much by thele attempts already, that he wiil never venture the 
like again ' Second,y, The great Merits of, the'Nonſw: aring Clergy and 
Gentry,,which willatone for.the Church of England, and make him 
their ſure and faſt Friend. Patron and Defender,.. eſp+ciaily iftbo'e 
who thavebeen too forward in complying with the late Revolution, 
ſhall expiate that Crime by an early Repentance, and a vigorous Al- 
fiſtance to reſtore him to bis Throne. \ 

Fi-i!, As forthe firf, there are 00 many anſwers to begiv__..to it, 
to hinder it from being the leaſt probable ground of Hepe ; thowgh 
Hope it ſelf is, Rei incerre nomen, {oO very uncertain, eſpecially when 
wegueſsonly at the Inclinations of Princes, that Lives and For :unes, 
and Z berries and Religion, are notto be vyentur®d on it, againſt former 
= erience. BY» 

ut to let that paſs pray conſider what the true Import of this Ar-” 
gument is; for it amounts to this, that all Men will learn by Experi- 
ence; that Men'will not venture on thoſe things a ſecond time, which 
have proved fetal to: them once ; that Princes will certainly tor ever 
after diſlike ſuch Councels'and Meaſures, 'as have already ſhaken. 
their Ti:renes, and made' their Crowns fall from-their Heads. 

Now we may flatter our ſelves with ſack Hopes as: theſe, which 
may upon ſorne account be called'teaſonable Hopes, becauſe: there is 
great Reaſon it ſhould beſo ; but yet they ſo often fail, that there 1s 
no rea'on.to relye upon them. The Repentance of dying-Sinners and. 
of undone Prodigals, who return to their'old Sins again, if they re- 
cover their Health, or find new Treaſures to waſte, con futes-fach ex- 
pectations, Sufferings rarely cure a vehement Love and-fond Paſſton 
tor any thing, which is the Caſe of old habirual Sinners ; and no 
Man can be fonder of any Vice, than ſome Princes are of Unlimit- 
ed and Arbitrary. Power. 

And when this is joyn'd with a reſolved and inflexible Temper, 
which ſcornsto yield, and had rather be undone a thouſand times, 
than one retract, or amend a Fault : Such Misfortunes do but whet 
Revenge, and make them ſwell as a River does when its Current 1s 
ftopp'd, which flows witha more rapidand foaming Stream, when it 
has once forced irs way ? : 

Eſpecially when Superſtition is the prevailing Ingredient, whicth _ 
the 
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'and raiſes imaginary Scenes of* Glory out of theLoſs of / 
Crowns and Kingdoms z And what will ſucha Prince, ifhe ever: re«. 
cover his Throne and' Power, for eit the Glory of looſing his King- 
dorms again, dy deſerting the Caule for which he loſt them before 2 
No man can cerainly tell, how Superſtition will 4&, nor how ie” 
will Reaſon : Eipecially when the Conſcdiences of Princes are under 
ſach Directors, as will venture their Crowns for them'oyer and over, 
tocarry on their own Deſigns, andiknow how ro Expound: Provis-.: 
denceto Flatter Superſtition. - And then the Recovery of his. Throne 
may be madea better Argument; ana a ſtronger Ovligation to: revive 
ahd proſecute his'old Deſigns, -than the fear of loting it again can be 
to make him/defiſt+ MYCW $1 19D: 2 SL. 69. hve 30. RG}. 47 

*Ant to'make this yet moredemanſtrative,with'reference to the late 
King, we ought to confider, That this is not the.irſt Tryaihe has hai'y. 
and thatthls conſideration has doneEhim/no gaod!: . |, 4» 

'He faw before what his Father King Char/es the firſt tuffered,: only 
for ſome Attempts towards Arbitrary Power, and for taeer.]ealoufics 
ahd Su'pitions of his favouting Popery :: He loſt bis Kingdoms. and 
his Lite, and his Sons ſuffered a long and hard Exile. Charles the 
Second indeed took warning by this. and though poſſibly he might 
be big with the ſame Deſigns, yet would he not venture too far, nor 
diſcover himſelf too openly, for fear of Travelling again, as he uſed to. 
ſpeak: But King Fameshad not Patience to conceal his Inclinations, 
tillhe came to the Crowa ;' and that hadlike to coſt him- his Crown, 
before he had it ; and yet this was not ſufficient to. caution him a- 
gainſtthoſe violevt Methods he afterwards uſed to adyance” Popery, . 
which were ſo {eaſonably defeated by the happy arrival of our preſenc : 
Sovereign, whom God long preſerve : / And thoſe who are {o defirous' 
totry him again in England, as they have lately. done in Ireland, to 
their full Satisfaction, if they could try. only. for themſelyes, ſhould 
have my free Conſent to makethe Experiment. 

| Have not the poor Iriſh Proteſtants made it ro: their Coſt, eyen 
ſince this Revolution, from whence;'and from the Wiſdom he muſt 
needs have Learned by it, this miraculous Change in Him is now 


the $pirits, 


' expected? Anddid they find any ſuch Change in him, unleſs ſor the 


worſe? And yet, ifever, then he was upon his good behaviour, when 
he wanted their Afliſftance to ſecure his Poſſe Jion of that King- 
dom, and to recover his other Dominions. And when, in Rea:on, 
it might baye been expeCted, that, whatever Reſentments he had, he 
would have: thought it his Intereſt to have treated Proteſtants with 
greater Tenderneis and Reſpects. But if theNeceſſity of his own affairs 
could not obtain this from him, what muſt. Prorejtanrs expett if. he 
return with Power? And though ſome Proteſtants here in England, 
ſeem norto be at all affected with this Experiment, yet it hath made 


fuch an impreffion upon the Proteſtants in Ir:land, _ that they are for. 
| X over 
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evercufed of their Fondneſs, and have not-the leaſt Curioſity lefe s 
make any further Tryals.. 7 23 #9P ET Om 

- It is pretendediindeed, in'Excuſe of this, that he was then under 
the Gavernmentiof Frex;h' Miniſters and Counſels, and under the; 
Power of 1n:ſp:Priefts and Papifts, and ſo was not, at Liberty to fol-. 
low his own Inclinations:: L ſhould be very glad of a ggod Argu-. 
ment to. provethavhe had beter Inclinations. . 49 however, what 
Comfort'is this to Prozeftante,'that. he has better Inclinations, but is 
not his own Maſter * For if he muſt neyer ſhew any Kindneſs to Pro- 
reftante, /it. is no matter what hisTnclinations are : And can any man 
imagine, [That if the French. King by Farce and Power place him on 
the Throne, he will be leſs under his Government than he was in 
Irelaw4 > JThe:French King, among many other wiſe Maxims, has 
this; T ami (ure, for one,” Newry t6 make a King, without making bim his 
ownVaſſal ; and the Power that can make a King, can make him his 
Stave: . So that izis to:no purpoſe to enquire what King 7ame: will ds, 
but what King Lewis will-do, if: King Fees returns ?. : 

Secondly, :&s for the great Merits of the Non-ſwearing Clergy 

and Laity, I greatly ſuſpect; that neither the late King Jame: nor King 
Lewis will think them ſo great as they themſelyes do. "Their Merit 
muſt conſiſt either in their Principles, or in.their PraRices. And we 
will briefly conſider both. 2 le oo, ts 

. Their meritorious- Principle is this, : That-the Rights of Princes. 
eſpecially of Hereditary Princes, | to: their. Thrones, are ſo Sacred 
and Inviolable, that as they cannot forfeic them to their own Subjects 
by any Male-adminiftration', ſo neither can 'they by any Provoca- . 
tions,” or by any-Succeſsof War, forfeit-them to any other Princes : 
That while. ſuch a Prince, or any: Legal Heir, is-living, .no other 
Prince can have any Rightto his Throne, por muſt his Subjects own 
and ſubmit to any other Prince, as their Soyeraign Lord. | 

Now as much as this Principle ſeems to flatter, Princes, and to make 

their Thrones Eternal, Fam apt toſufpe4;, that no Prince, who con- 
ſiders thejuſt Conſequence of Things, canthink it ſo very meritori- 
Ous ; for itisa vety dangerous Principle to; Weak and Unfortunate 
Princes, and/an intollerable Reſtraint upon the Aſpiring and Ambi- 
tious. It is Dangerous to the Unfortunate, becauſe it lays a Neceiii- 
ty upon the Conquerour to take away his Life, if he can, as well as 
his Throne, fince he cannot loſe his Throne withour loſing his Lite ; 
tho' moſt Princes would rather chuſe to have them parted, than loſe. 
both together : And how co they think King Lewis will like this 
Principle, which ſtands in the way of his Glory, and preaches Re- 
ſtirution to him of all thoſe Dominions whole legal Heirs are living ; 
which teaches the Subje:ts of other Princes to deny him Fealty. and 
Obedience, and to-Confpire with their Legal Princes againſt him. [ 


doubt *9t bur he likes the Principle as litile as ke would like my Pra- 
| ; Ice 3 
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Aice; and that our Non-Swearers would quickly underſtand, were 
they the 'Subje&s of his New Conqueſts, : Which God grant England 
may never be. IE ©1475 CO 9093 30 TEt Mint cds; 

' Indeed, 'how great a Complement ſoever. this. Principle may be 
thought to Princes, it can have no Merit, becauſe, 'tho' it may in 
fome Juictares dothem hutt, it never did; and neyer:can do them 
any ſervice. It neyer yet bindred a Revolution, and never can make 
one; andthe reaſon is' plain, becauſe no Princes, and very few Sub- 
jects do belieye'ir, and practice upon it. If a Prince have a juſt 
Caufe of War againſt another Prince, he makes no Scruple, if he 
Conquers, to take his Crown 5 and the Subjects of ſuch aconquered 
Prince niake tto Sctuple of Conſcience toſubmit to the Conquerour ; 
tho' ſometimes a Perſonal Kindneſs fora Juſt and Indulgenr Prince, 
anda Concernment fortheir own'Liberties and Fortunes, may mike 
them _uneafte Under ir; ani gladof the firft;Opportunity 'to do them< 
ſelves and their PrinceRight. "1 117» » " 901; | 

- The Fruthiis; Princes have no :Reafon: to like this Principle ; for 
Wereitrrue, they could have ino-Remedies' againſtithe Injuries of 
Neighbour Princes ; they might indeed Fight and Conquer; but they 
bad betrer et ir alone, 'if they muſt not take'the Throne. which their 
Sword Þ-a4 won ;- for it is only the fear of Conqueſt, and loiing their 
Crowns when they/are Conquered, that can keep Princes in awe, 
and bringthern-to Juſt and Equal Terms; and if no Prince muft 
loſc his Crown; becauieno' Prince muſttake it; it will be impotii- 
ble'to beat arr Injurtous and Obftinate Prince into gaod Terms ; and: 
F believe Pritices willas ſon beperſwaded, Thar: it is Unlawful to. 
make War, as that it is Unlawtful'to feiz a'Congquerd Crown; and 
will think one as meritorious /Principle as:the other: * +. 

 Aandit 18 certain Subjeds haveleſs Reaſon to like this Principle, be- 

caufe ir makes them Slaves and'Sacrifices even tothe. Misfortunes of 
their Prince. APrince, when he is Conquer'd, oriſees that be muſt 
be Conquer'd; may eſcape by. Elightz. buj,.x whole Nation .cannot 
fun away ;' 408 if theycould,; taveno:reaſon to leave their Countrey: 
and their Fortunes behind them :4td yety; according; tg this Princi- 
ple, they muſt norſubmit,;nor ſwear: 4Megiance ito the Conquerour, 
While the Prince who has forſaken them lives, tho' they cannot ſe- 
cttetheir Eivesind Fortunes without it. - But Natureand Common 
Sence is too powerful fer the Sophiſtry of ſuch Principles, and thoſe 
Who catnot Reaſong can fee whatti:eyare to doin ſuch Caſes. The: 
loyaefs Subje&ts;" when, no Perional Obligations, or ſeeret Inte» 
reftygeterminetheeworherwiſe, will ſave themſelves by Submifſion, 
when taey- Eennot-defend cher. Prince by their. Arms ; and do-not 
thinkthey do W in it't' 4nd Thnppoſe Prigces'do nutthink fo ncicher,, 
becanterhey expeArthe ſame. from: the Subjects.of other Princes in 
the like Circuntſtances ; and ſuch.an Uniyerial Conſent both of Prin-- 
th | CCS 
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ces and Subjects, when there is no Law of God or nature againſt it; 
makes it a ſtanding Law in all Reyolutions which both Princes and. 
Subjets muſt ſubmit too. So that this Principle, were it never fo 
true, can do no Service, and therefore catt have no Merit in this 
World, becauſe there are ſo few:that believe it ; that they are not 
hands enough either tokeep a Prince on his Throne, . or to reſtore 
him toit. All our Nwz/wearers could not hinder the late Revolution, 
norcanthey make another: 'They;are enow to make a noile;eſpecially 
tt che Loud and Zealous Ladies o: that fide be reckaned in ; but os 
ther Hands and other Pretences muft do their work, if ever they 
hope to ſee it donez andthen no thanks to their Principles for it. 
Whatever reward their: future; Services. may deſerve, Princes them» 
ſelves will notthink that their Principles; deterve any. © __ 
:- Let us then; now conſider the Merit of their Actions, and what 
Opinion the Late Kizg is like to have of that, if he ſhou!d. return, 

I ſuppoſe, they will be contented he ſhould forget their Merits 
towards him, : While he was: oa the Throne; eſpecially about read- 
ing his Declaration; as likewiſe their Tower and their M*{minſter-Hall 
Merits ; which were indeed'very great, and did deſerve and would 
have had a better Reward from a better Hand, had they not rendered 
themſelves incapable of ir. But ſure they don't expect the Late Kin 
ſhould Reward them for ſuch Services; He knew that this raiſed 
that general diſcontent, which:occafioned that General Revolc,which 
caſt him three Crowns.: '-And if alltoeir Merits can Expiate this 
Guilc,' they come offwell z and thoſe bad need be very Extraordinary 
Merits, which have firſt ſo greara Guile to Expiate,. before they can 
pretend to Merit; Could -their Nonſwearing ;reſtore him to his 
Throne again, it would but juſt undo what they had done, which is 
no more than their Duty, and'therefore cannot Merit, no not fo 
much as a Pardon, though it may: make them capable of itz. if they 
fall into merciful Hands: ' But: ill there are Four Years Exile, and che 
loſs of Three Crowns, and the Expence of ſo much Blood and. Trea- 
ſure; the Diſhonour of (@many ats»andthe Ruine of 77cland to 
be accounted for ;' and how'cun they: raake Reſtitution for all this e 
Which yet they muſt do'before they tan lay Claim-to Merit. 

- Letall this be forgot," for iristheir-Tatereſt it ſhould be ; but they 
are very ſanguine' Men, ifthey hope'it will. Whencethen will they 
date their Mefits ? | | 
When it was certainly known, that the Prince of Orange, now our 
Gracious Soveraign, was ready to Land, they ſeemed as well pleaſed 
with it as other Men ; and refuſed, when they were preſſed to it by 
the Late King, to declare their Abhorence of it ; but, inſtead of that, 
took upon them to give him advice, and to publiſh it when' they had 
done : In which advice they recommended almoſt every Particular 


of the Prince's Declaration, complained of the ſame abules, and Le 
viſe 


ey 
-- 
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viſed the Calling of a Parliament to redreſs them ; as if the Prince's 
Deciaration, and their advice had been drawn by the ſame Pen, and 
the Advice had been publiſhed on purpoſe to ſecond the Declararion. 
This, I ſuppoſe, they will not reckon among their Merits neither : 
And ifthey can excuſe what was ſo haſtily done at Guil4þ2l/, before the 
Late King Was gone out of the Land, they may very well be con- 
tented no more thould be ſaid of that. | 


The only Merit then they have to pretend, is their re uſing the Oath 
of Allegiance to King William and Qyeen Mary, and forfeiting 
their Ecclefiaſtical, Civil, or Military Preferments for it; Bur 
what is this to the late King? Is this done out of kindneſs to 
him or his Government 2 ' Would they not have been contented 
to have lived Peaceably and Quietly, as they thernſelves profeſ- 
ſed, could they have kept their Preferments, and have been ex- 
cuſed from the New Oaths? 4nd how do they merit of him, by 
refuſing the Oaths with the Loſsof their Prefermeants, if they did 
it not for his ſake, bur for another and better Reafon , for fear 
df being Damned? God may Reward this, but King Fame: is 
not beholden to them. Will they be better Subjects hereafter 2 
Will they read his Declaration when he Returns? Will they 
make his Will their Law? Will they ſubmir to his next Eccle- 
fiaſtical Commiſſion , and give up their Colledges and Churches 
to Prieſts and Jeſuires > Will they be content to take him the 
very ſame Man that he went away, and to ſcrve him in his 
own way? Will they no more fill the Nation with the Noiſe 
and Fears of Popery and Arbitrary Power? Will they turn 
Papifts themſelves, or ſtand by patiently, and give leave to his 
Prieſts to pervert Proteſtants as faſt as they can ? Will they pro- 
miſe to demean themſelves with more reſpect towards the King's 
Religion, and to leave off their old ſawcine(s of Printing and Preach- 
ing againſt Popery ? This indeed would bid fair for Merit. but if 
they oppoſe his Methods: of Government, and his Glorious De- 
figns, as much as. they do King William's Right; if it be only 
a Title they boggle at, if this be all that makes them uneaſie at the 

ange, their not Swezring does him no Service; He could 
have kept his Kingdoms upon theſe Terms before, but he fcorn'd 
it, and ſo he will thoſe, who to ſalve their Conticiences or their 

Honours, and to recover their Preferments, wou'd haye him ups 
on theſe terms again. 


As much as ſome Men glory. in their ſteddineſs to Principles, 
Which is certainly a very Honourable thing; and an excellent 
degree of Virtue, when the Principles are plain and certain , 
yet few Princes (to be ſure, not the late Kirg) like ſuch a Red- 

<; B dinely 
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dineſs to Principles as oppoſes their Deſigns 3 a ſtubborn milexible 
Conſcience, is a very Unruly Thing 3 and Kings :do not like 
ſuch Subjects as dare oppoſe a King upon the Throne , what- 
ever the Cauſe be. So -that 1 ſuſpect, their very Boldneſs and 
Reſolution in oppoſing "their preſent Majeſties upon a meer- 
point of Law, will be thought no Vertue fit to be rewarded by 
2 Prince, who would make his. Will Superiour 40 all Laws. 


And if the Merit of the Non-Sweerers is likely to vaniſh in- 
t0 nothing ; eſpecially when there is no occafion afy longer to 
court -and flatter them , and Prieſts and: Feſuites have free li- 
berty to comment on their Merits; what Merit will thofe Men 
have to plead, who were forward and zealous in the Revolu- 
_ tion, have Sworn Allegiance to their preſent Majeſties , have 
ſerved them in their Armies and Navies at Home and Abroad ? 
There is no doubt but ' they ſhall have fair Promifes and good 
Mn preſent, and ſhall be remembred hereafter, when there 
iS occaſion. 


But ſuppoſe the Merits of the Non-Swearing 'or For-Swear- 
ing Clergy and Laity, who will help forwards: another-Revolu- 
tion , ſhould be 'acknowleJged to be very great ; | what'proa- 
bility. is there, that the Church of England ſhould 'fair' ever the 
better for. it, when Popery and Arbitrary: Power ſtand 'in the 
way? Paſt Experience -gives no great Encouragement to hope 
this. . King Lewis was as much obliged to his Proteſtant Subjects 
of France, as it is poflible for any King to be; for they ſet rhe 
Crown upon his -Head ; and how he has 'Rewarded them, all 
the World rings of it. The Late King was not much leſs be- 
holden to the Church of E»gland, 'when they-fo vigoroufly op- 
poſed the BILL OF EXCLUSION ; -and how he alio 
Rewarded tHetn, we all lately Saw and Felt. | And ſhal} Prore- 
ſtants, after this, think of 'Obliging ſuch Princes by their Me- 
rits> They underſtand (better, that 'Merit-is no Proteſtant Do- 
ctrine, and thar/there can be none out of'the Church'of Rome. 
And why ſhould any Body expe that *which cannot be. Nay, 
ſhould the late King return again; and be as much at the Devo- 
tion of his Non-Swearing Friends , as they promiſe themſelves 
he: will be; 1 yery much doubt what the Church 'of _Engi»vd 
will gain by this. 1f we may gueſs at the Spirit *of* the "Party, 
by the bitter Zeal which inſpires all their ,Writipgs, 1 can ex- 
pet nothing from them; but as' fierce a Perfecutjon of the Church 
of England, :as ever-it- ſuffered from Papiſts or Fanaticks, exccpt- 
inz Smcbfield Fires, which poſſibly -may betexchang'd for Ty- 
turn, All who- live in the Communion: of: the Church of y..* 

| ——_—_..- : and. 
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land, as now Eſtabliſhed, are in their Account and conlant Lan- 
guage, -no, better than Hereticks and Schiſmaticks, and Perjured 
Apoſtates, much greater;Crimes then the Traditores were guilty of, 
which was the only pretence. for the Donars3 Schiſm and Pert:e- 
cution. They ſeem. to comfort themfelves under their pre(ent” 
Sufferings, more with; the {weert hopes of Revenge, than any great 
Expectations. of future Rewards; that they ſhall live to: {ee-the 
Swearing Bulhops ang Prieſss the Contempt of Princes FERTTE 

and Pegple ; for if the Archbiſhop of Y ork, who Apol, for the New 
is particularly named., cannot eſcape them , I Separar. 

doubt. they. will make but very few Exceptions. | 
And is not this.a great Encouragement to any who have complied 
with the preſent Goyernmeny, to help theſe men to Power” again 
Muſt not the Nobility and Gentry expect their ſhare of Vengeance 
as well as. the Clergy ? And is not the Church of England 
then in a hopeful ſtate, which muſt be Purged and Reformed in- 
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to Facebire Principles, and by a Facobite Spirit, 


| Theſe are all very, ſenſible Proofs (as far as we can reafon 'a- 
bout ſuch matters) how little good is to be 'expected from the 
Return af the, Late King with a French Power : He mutt re- 
tro the ſame Man |he/went , and then Popery and - Arbitrary 
Poor muſt return with, him : Nays he-muft return much worlſc 
than he wen; bacauſe he: muſt return | more a'Vaſſ} to Franc; 
which. I'-fuppoſe- will not mend the Condition of Engliſh Sub- 
jects, during; his Reign. - | | 


"Theſe things ought to be well confider'd ; for if his Government 
was ſo uneafie before, and gave us ſuch a frightful Proſpe&, as made 
the Nation very willing to part with him,” when he thought fit ro 
leave.thery; it would feem very ftrange to by-ſtanders, ſhould 
they now grow fond of his Return; when it is certain if he does 
return,,.and returns by the Methods now intended, Popery and Ar- 
bitrary Power muſt be more Triumphant than ever. 20 I 

He wanted nothing but Power to make himſelf Abſolute, and to 
make us all Papfts, or Martyrs, or Ref:ygees ; and that he will now have : 
For if a French Power can Conquer us, it will make him as 4bſo- 
lute as the French King will let him be; or, to ſpeak properly, 
ic will make him, though not an Abſolute Prince, yer an 
Abſolute Vice-Roy , and Minifter of France : He will Adminii- 
ſter an Abſolute Power and Government, under the Influence 
and, Diretion of French Councels : And then we know what 
will become of the Liberties and Religion of Ei#land. And have 
we ſo long diſdained the thoughts of SubjeCtion to France Has a 
French League been thought ſuch a National Grieyance ? Has the pre- 


B 2 | tence 


Cy = err re tee wer n— 


TL A Letter to a Friend, 


| rence of a War with Frazce, been found ſuch an excellent Expedient to 
et Money of Engliſh Parliaments * Has the ExpeQation of it fired 
ngliſh Spirits, and upon occaſion filled our Armies and Navies, 
without need of Prefſing,or Beat of Drum? Have we ſo detefted the 
French Craeltiesto Proteftants * And ſhall we now ſo willingly tooptos 
the Yoak,& think it a great favour that they will vouchſafe co conquer 
us? Letus never complain hereafter that our Chains pinch and gall 
us, When we our ſelves are ready with ſo much joy and thankfulneſs 
to put them on. - And whatever ſome fancy, they will find ic a very 
eafic and natural thing, for the Late King, if hereturn by Force and 
Power, to make himſelf Ablolute by Law:; Princes always gain 
new Powers by the ineffetual oppoſition of Subjes :" If they loſe 
their Crowns, and recover them again, they receive them with an 
addition of ſome brighter Jewels, and turn diſputed Prerogatives in- 
to Legal and undoubred Rights. Thus we know it 'was when King 
Charles II. return'd from a long Exile, all the New 4#: and Declara- 
7:0x5 were made in favour of the Crown, and Subjedtsbound totheir 
geod Behaviour, as faſt as Laws could bind them ;- for'in all ſuch Re- 
volutions, thoſe who ſuffered with or for their Prince, return with 
Zeal and Reſentment ; and rake care in the firſt placeto Eſtabliſh all 
ſuch Prerogatives of the Crown, as were diſputed before, and to 
grant ſuch new Powers as they think are wanting. '' And others there 
are, always forward to make their Fortunes by Complementing the, 
returning Prince; and to expiate their former Crimes by a forward 
and flaming Loyalty ; and thereft are over-aw'd and frighted- intb a 
compliance ; and thus it is commonly ſeen, that between Zeal, and 
Flattery, and Fear, the King increaſes in Power, andthe People for- 
feit their Liberties , and we muſt notexpect that ir ſhould be other- 
wiſe now, ſhould the Late King return. | 
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The firſt Complement that muſt be made to him, is a Facobire Par- 
lament, and God knows what ſuch a Parliament will do ! Will they de- 
ny him a Toleration for Papiſts, che Repeal of the T#,:the Forfei- 
tures,:or Surrendersof Charters; and anew Regulation of 'Corpora- 
tions? Will they diſpute, nay will they not declare his Difpenſing 
Power, andapprove his Ecde/taftie#l'Commiſiions 2 Will they make any 
ſcruple to declare the Legitimacy of the Prince of Wales, or to leave the 
manner of. kis Education to thoſe who will certainly breed him up in 
Popery 2 Will they not take care for new Facobire Tejts to renounce 
and abhor all the feveral Hypotheſes and Principles of Government, 
Which have been urged to juſtifie our Submiſſion and Allegiance to 
their.preſent Majeſties ? And when they have done this, how eafie 
will it be for a down-right Popiſh Parliament, which will be the nexr 
Rep that will be made, to doall the reſt. 
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It is very evident what advantages the Prieſts and Jeſuites will hay 
in ſuch a JunQure to make Proſelytes, while the Peopleare in a fright» 
and grown giddy with ſuch frequent Revolutions ; & thoſe who in the 
late Reign were the great Advocates of the Proteſtant Cauſe, are'diſ- 
grac'd at Court, threatned into filence, their Authority vyeakned,and 
their Perſons r eproach'd both by Papiffs and Facobizes, Numbers of 
Converts vvas their great want before, and the Prefs and the Pulpit 
their great hindrance ; but Facobites vvill by natural inftinct learn more 
Loyalty ; and others vvill be taught it, as Gideon taught the men of 
Succoth, wvith Briars and Thorns. And there never vvyas ſuch an op. 
portunity ſince the Reformation for a plentiful Harveſt of Converts, 
as this yyould be like to prove. And vyho.can bear the thoughts of 
this, vrho has any Compaſſion for the Souls of Men, any Zeal for 
the Church of England, cr any Concern to preſerve and propagate 
the true Faith and Worſhip of Chriſt ro Poſterity ? 
© All this is upon a ſuppoſition of the Late Kings Return, vvhich I 
declare to you Lam not affraid 05, tho' itis fit to mind thoſe men vvho 
are ſo fond of it, what they may reaſonably expect, if he ſhould Re- 
turn ; vyhich poſlibly may abate their Zeal in this Cauſe, and that 
may Heya the miſchiefs of an Attempt; for withour a hopeful 
=_ piracy in Ergland, the French King istoo wary to make ſuch an 
ttempr. ; Ih 

But F they have any love to their Countrey, any pity left in them 
for the lives and fortunes of Engliſh Proreftan?s,” T beleech them to 
confider what the Calamities and Defofations of Civil War vvill be ; 
for that .it muſt endin; if there be an Invaſion from abroadſtrength- 
ned with a powerful Conſpiracy at home: King W'l;am, as 1 faid 
before, will not'Deſert or Abdicate ; | for I never heard of a Prince 
who had ventured fo much to reſcue” a Kingdom out of ſo great 
a danger; that would ſo eafily expoſe it again tothe ſame, or a great- 
er danger : And ſurely the late King does not expect he ſhould, for 
heknows him too well : So thar if they look for ſuch another Reyo- 
Ivtton, to turn King William out, as brought him in, they will in all 
probability, be miftaken, © There ar&too'many Perſons of Honour 
and Fortune engaged in this Cauſe, who know the late King too well 
totak2his Word; and were' it poſſible to wheedle men of Fortune 
and Senſe, the Genius and Spirit of the Nation is againſt them : 4nd 
that which'could make the late Revolution, will probably beableto 

prevent this. | 

Jt muft then come to Blows, if an attempt be made; and the for- 
tuneof one Battel may not decide it ; and thoſe who are too young 
to remember the Deſolatiuns which the late Civil Wars in England 
made, let them look into Ireland, and ſee to what a heap of rubbiſh a 
flouriſhing and fruirful Countre is reduc'd, by being the Scene of a Three 
Years War, | 
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while toruſn their Country by a Civil War, to purchaſe a French. 
Slavery and Popery.; two very Gear thingss could we purchaſe them' 
never ſo cheap. 


What I have faid hitherto, ct concerns ny : FRIG but i it becoms 
us tolook a little abroad, and conſider, what a fatal Influence a French 
Conqueſt of 'England will have upon the Affairs of all Europe.) That 


itjis not mere Juſtice and Honour that makes the Frezch King eſpouls 
the 
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metit,; and be knows while King 14am paſleſſes the Engliſh Throne, 
and keeps up the Confederacy, he muſt not expect to get much 
more, and may be-in conſtant danger of loſing what he has got- 
ten. | 

This makes the French King ſo concerned to reftore the late King 
Fame: tothe Throne of Erng/and, to get, rid of a Formidable Enemy, 
and to ſtrengthen himſelf ,with the Alliance, of a Powerful Friend; 
for Exgl nd will probably turn the Scales, on which fide ſoevyer it 
Bappens.to be : And there js no;dpubt, but the Arms of England 
mutt, be devoted.to the EErvice of France, if a French Power ſhquld 

lace thelate Kingia his:Throne again ;; and ler any Englith Prote- 
tant who.can think cooly of things, conſider what a malignant aſpect 
thiswould haveupon the Liberties of Europe, and 0n-the whole Pro- 
teltant Intereſt. | hs * 


The Arms.or the Money ,of, France. has hitherto been an equal 
Match, at leaſt for. Jl the Confederates ; while he has found 0o- 
ther employment tor -the [baperia], and Engl;ſb. Forces ; bur thanks 
be to. Gods. the 8 Of England and the Engliſh Forces are now 
at:Icifure 19 attend his, acong Was Rang . which beat him at 
the Beyn, at diblonegat Aghrim at Lymrick, in aword, which beat him 
cut of .ire/ang, and bave now.got. a habut of beating the Frevcb: 4nd 
1t4s no-Wwonder.chat hes not-tond of ſuch. company in Flanders, but 
endeavours to find ſome new work for them at home. And if he 
canbut ſend them home again,.and embrayl- aa Givi War, that 
1s JOGen Put Hangs 5; buc if he -pzaycs ſuccalsful in bis Attempt, 
he,matcs Fyglard his ;omn, nd: jurn;their rms upon the Conſe- 

9% 51 9p0-what can theg andIm his Way ? What. ſhould hinder 
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© 30ptetieznorto demonſtration in ch caſes ; but what I have faid 
£35 at ihgappeirances of provabilit all the d grees of motalcertain- 


ty thai any thing of this nature can have ; aid that is the only Rule 
1: theſe matte.s 5y which wiſe men are to judge and act. 

An this has prepared a plain and eaſie .n{wer to your Second 
Q-eſtivu, Waut Engi-ſb Subjects are bound in Conſcience to do, in 
Ca ethe /, «King ſhouldland in E. g/and with French Forces to demand 
his Crown. 

Now there are two forts of perſons concerned in this queſtion 2: 
7. Thoſe who havenot ſworn Allegiance to King W.!:am and 
Queen M-:ry, bur account the Jate King James as much their King, as 
he was when he fat upon the Throne ; and that their obligations ro 
him arethe ſame now that ever they were. 2. Thoſe who have 
Iworn Allegiance to King H/iliam and Queen Mary. 4nd there are 
two parts of this Queſtion; r. Whether they are bound in Conſci- 
ence to afliſt the late King, ifhereturn? 2. Whether it be law.ul 
tor them to oppoſe him, and fight againſt him ? 

4s forthe firſt part of this Gueftion, and as far as it concerns the 
N»n-ſwearer;, Tſhall ask them two or three Queſtions, and leave them 
to anſyver them themſelves. 

r. The Firſt Queſtion is, Whether they can think themſelves 
bound in conſcience, upon any pretence vvhatever, to fight for Po- 
p=ry agz:inſt the Proteſtant Faith and Worſhip ; that is. (as they muſt 
confeſs, if they are Proteſtants ) to fight for Hereſie and Idolatry a- 
gainſt the true Faith and Worſhip of Chriſt ; or to fight for Artichrift, 
and againſt Chriſt ? can any conſideration make this lavyful 2 If no- 
thing can) as I will venture to take it for granted, that nothing can) 
then whatever duty they may fancy they ſtill owe to their Abdicated 
Prince, it cannot be their Duty to fight for him, when they can- 
not fight for him, without fighting againſt Chriſt and his Religion; 
though they muſt not fight againſt their Prince for Chriſt, becauſe 
Chriſt in ſuch caſes requires his Diſciples to ſuffer, not to fight for 
him ; yet it does not follow, that they muſt fight for their Prince 
aeainſt Chrift, to bring a Perſecution upon his faithful Diſciples, and 
to contribute what they can to extirpate the Name and the Religion 
of Pro:eſtants out of Europe. ; 

Do they think'themſelves bound in Conſcience to fight for their 
Prince, againſt the Laws and Liberties of their Countrey, as well as 
againſt the Faith and Worlhip of Chriſt > Let the Rights of Princes 
be never ſo Sacred, have the reft of Mankind no Rights, but only 
Princes? Is there no ſuch thing as Juſtice due to our ſelves,” nor to 
our Fellow-Subj*&s? Have the Free-born 'Subjefts of England, no 
Natural, no. Legal Rights? And is there any Law of God or Man, 
to fight for our Prince, againſt the Laws and Liberties of our Coun- 
trey, which are the meaſures and boundaries of that Duty which we 
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owe to Princes ? That is, to fight for our Prince; againſt the Rule of 
our Duty and Obedience to Princes; when our Prince, and the 
Laws and Liberties of our Countrey are on contrary ſides, tho? we 
thould grant them (according to their own Principles) that we muſt 
not fight againſt our Prince for our Laws and Liberties: yer no more 
muſt we fight for our Prince againſt our Laws and Liberties: Ir is 
abundantly enough to be Palive in ſuch caſes ; but a Nation which 
fights againſt its own Laws and Liberties, is Felo de /:, guilty of the 
worſt kind of Seli-Murder, Can any Engliſh-Man, whatever opi- 
nion he has of the late Kings Right, think himſelf bound in Con- 
ſcience to maintain his Right, by giving up his Countrey to France ? 
To make him King, and all his Subjects Frex:h Slaves ? For can any 
Prince have more Right to be King of Ergland, than the Kingdom 
of England has to be Erg/and ? | 

Is it not an unaccountable tenderneſs and ſcrupuloſity of Conſci- 
ence, to be ſo concerned for any one Prince's Rig!.t, as to {acrifice 
the Rights and Liberties of all the Princes in Ezrope to.his > To ſct 
him upon the Throne, to drive all other Princes from theirs * We 
are Citizens of the World, as well as Subje&s of E:27!2»1, and have 
our Obligations to Mankind, and to other Princes, as well as to our 
own.; and tho' our Obligation to no one other-Prince is ſo zreat as 
to our own, Yet the Publick good of Mankind, or of a great pirt of 
the World, isa more ſacred Obligation, than the particular I:itereft 
of our nwn Prince or GCountrey ; much leſs then can the Richr of 
any particular Prince, be it: what it will, ſtand in/comperition with 
the Rights and Liberties of our own Countrey, and of all E+ry2e bee 
{ides. -- wy x1 | 


It is to no more purpoſe to diſpute with men who do nor feel the . 
Force of this Argument at the firſt hearing, than to rea{on with blind ' 


men about Colours; they have no ſenſe leit, nothing but a Rupid 
and flavith Loyalty ; all cthings,'tho* never no ſacred, muſt give pla. e 
tothis ; the care of Religion, the love of their Counirey, their Ju- 
ſtice and Charity to all Mankind, muſt vail to their ſencelets millike 
of the true meaning of this word Loyalty ; by which they will cccds 
underſtand an Abſolute Obedience withour Limitation or Re'erye - 
when moſt certainly, it igntfies no more than Obedience according 
to Law. 

2. I would ask them, What they would think themſelves bound to 
do in ſuch Caſes, were the late King upon the Throne again ? Unlets 
they have chang'd their minds (and then they are not ſo fieady to 
Principles, as they pretend to be) we may very reaſonably guets 
what they would do,by wiat they did while he was upon the T'ions. 
It is certain they ſo much ciflic'd his open dehgns of Popcry and Ar- 
bitrary Power, that they oppoſed him as far as they durity, and would 
not fight for him to keep him on the Throne; nay, by their Ex2-1e 
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ples andCouncels, they had ſo influenced the Army ,that they would: 
not fight for him neither ; and.ſo poſſeſs'd the Country, that the Ne- 
bility and Gentry took Arms, and declar'd tor the Prince of Orange,which 
t1ey thought they might very well do, whenthe B:/hops would not 

_ d=clareagainſt him. This was then thought conſiſtent enough with 
tne High-Tory Loyalty ; and yet if they were not then bound to Fight 
for him co keep him on his Throne, Iam at a great loſs to know 
how it comes to be their duty now to Fight for him to reſtore him to 
it: He was certainly their King then, and yet they would not Fight 
for him, no notto defend his Perſon, Crown and Dignity. And 
tho they call him zheir King ſtill, it is certain he is not King of Eng= 
Lind, Woatever right they may think he has to be ſo; and therefore to 
Fight for him now, is not to fight for the King, but to fight to make 
him King again. Buc to let that paſs, ſuppoſe him to be their King, 
fince they will haye him ſo; How do they cometo be more obliged 
to fight for him now he is out ofthe Throne, than they were to fight 
for him while he was in it ? If they think it their duty to Fight for 
their King againſt the Religion, the Laws and the : Liberties of their 
Country, it was theirduty to have fought for him then ; if they do 
not think this, it cannot be their duty to Fight for him now. 

But they did not expe& what followed ; they. defired, to have 
their Laws and Libertes ſecured, but not that he ſhould 1o@ his 
Crown : Ibeliye very.few didthen expect what followed, no. more 
than they donow conſider what will follow : But fince he would: 
eg his Crown,. Wko could help it? For no body took it from 

im. | 
3. Let me then ask them another Queſtion ; Whether they would. 
think them(elyes bound: in Conſcience to: Fight for him, did.they 
verily believe, that if he recovered his Throne... he would: as zea- 
louſly promote Popery and. Arbitrary. Power, as he did before? It they 
fay the would not, they-have been adtheir nou putaram oncealready; 
2 cond overſight in the ſame kind, would be woxſethan the firit. 
It they ſay they would, I give them over, as profeſs'd Enemies. to the: 
true Religion, and the Liberties of Mankind. 

This I hope may fatisfiethe Nonſwearers, if they will cooly and. 
jeriouſly conſider it, that they are not bound in Conſcience to Fight 
for the Late King ; nay, that they are as much bound in Conſcience 
notto Fightfor him,zs they are bound not to Fight againſithe Prozeftane 
Religion, and Civil Liberties not only of Eng/and, but of all Europe. 

2. As for thoſe that have Sworn Allegiance to King 7V/:liam and: 
Queen Mary ; beſides all the former conſiderations, they are under 
the obligations of an Oath, not to Fight againſt their preſent Maje- 
ſties, whoſe {worn Subjects and Leigemen they are. For let them ex- 
pound Faith and true Allegiance, to as low a ſenſe as poſſibly they can, 
the leaſt that they eyer could make of it, is to live quierly &t _ 
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ander their Government ; not to attempt any thing againſt their Per- 
ſons or Crowns, not to hold any correſpondence with, nor to give any 
Aſſiſtance to their Enemies ; and therefore to countenance a French 
Invaſion, or to afliſt the late King in recovering the Throne which 
their Majeſties ſo well fill, and wi:ich they have {worn not to diſpoſ- 
ſeſs them of, muſt be down-right Perjury. If they be ſure that their 
Oaths ro the late King ſtill oblige them, that indeed would make void 
the Obligation of this ſecond Oath ; but then they muſt be guilty of 
Perjury in taking it, and by the breaking of i: will declare to all the 
World, that they deliberately and wilfully Perjured themſelves when 
they took it; &letthem remember this when they take Arms againſt 
their Majeſties, and let them expect that recompence which they de. 
ſerve. 

Thoſc who took this only as a Temporary Oath, which obliged 
them no longer than till the late King ſhould return into Eng!and again 
to demand his Crown, are guilty of Perjury, if they keep it no lon- 
ger than till they have a promiſing opportunity to break it z For this 
is to mock God, and to deceive the Government by their Oaths : 
For no man can think that che meaning of the Oath was no more bur 
this, 1 do Promiſe and Swear to bear Faith and true Allegiance to King Willi- 
am and Queen Mary, ill I have Power and Opportunity by the Return of 
King James with a French Army, to joyn his Forces, and to Aſcift him to 
R-cover his Throne. Thoſe who will take and keep Oaths at this rate, 
we muſt leave to God : Bur nothing is more plain and certain, than 
that the New Oath of Allegiance obliges all who have taken it, under 
the guilt of Perjury, at leaſt not to fight for the late King, againſt 
King 1:4iam and Queen Mary. 

And here I may very fairly conclude, without entring into a longer 
diſpute about the lawfulneſs of fighting aainſt a Foreign Army, tho' 
the late King were at the Head of it ; for were thoſe who ſcruple 
this, ſatisfied that they ought not to fight for him, their preſent Ma- 
jeſties have Friends enoWw, W..O are very Well (atisfied to tight againſt 
him, eſpecially bringing along wit: him the greateſt Enemies both '© 
the Proteſtant Religion, and to the Ciw1l Liberties, not only ofthe Engl:ſt 
Nation, but of all the Kingdoms and States in Errope, France it ſelf 
not excepted. 

However this Letter is large enough already, and if I find you 
dcfire farther ſatisfaction in this matter, eſpecially about the late 
King 7ames's Declaration, Which is lately come to my hands, yori 
may expect a ſpeedy account of it in a Second Letter from 


Sir Yours, 
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